LEARNING   TO   READ   AND   WRITE

Word Study

A short time should be given daily to the study of
words. This might well come at the beginning of the
afternoon session. It should be carried out in a play
spirit, i.e. the children should think that it is real fun
to learn to analyse and synthesise words.

Attention should  first  be  concentrated  on whole
words.   Words occurring in the reading books can be
printed on cards and used as flash cards for quick ,
recognition.

- Collections of words connected with some idea, e.g.
the food we eat and drink, the goods sold by various
shopkeepers, can be made. Lists can be printed on the
blackboard, games for rapid recognition can then be
played, and, finally, the children can copy the words
into their word books, i.e. a kind of picture dictionary.

During the individual work period, the children can
practise themselves in reading the words, so that they
may be ready for the teacher's test at the end of the
week.

Word analysis can be introduced by a game which
the children call "Finding little words in big words."
We start with words with which the children are already
familiar, e.g. snowdrop, pansy, cabbage, tulip, straw-
berry. With a little help the children quickly learn t6
see words they know in these longer words, e.g. "snow"
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